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DOE y e s no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic John A. P u r n e l l House 

and/or common Scot t House 

2. Location 

street & number 204 S o u t h M a i n S t r e e t not for publication 

1 s t 
city, town B e r l i n vicinity of congressional district 

state Mary land county W o r c e s t e r 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

^ private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

-K. private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g addresses of a l l owners) 

name M r . a n d M r s , W i l l i a m H. S c o t t 

street & number 20 4 S o u t h M a i n S t r e e t t e l e p h o n e n o . : 3 0 1 - 6 4 1 - 1 9 2 7 

city, town B e r l i n s t a t e and z i p code MD 2 1 8 1 1 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number Market Street f o l i o 

city, town S n o w H i l l state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical survey; 
title 

date federal state county local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. WO-134 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Scott house, 204 South Main Street, is a 25-story frame 
dwelling with gable roof. The side-hall planned main block is three 
bays across (with the entrance in the right bay) and two bays deep, 
A lower 25-story gable-roofed wing built by the owners in 1956 extends 
to the rear. 

The early 19th century main block shows many similarities to 
other Berlin houses in the area. A small room located at the end of 
the hall creates a floor plan similar to the gable-fronted early-
19th century houses in the town with a 90° turn in the orientation 
of the entrance. The stairs, with raised paneling below, rise and 
turn at a landing immediately to the right of the entrance. The 
entrance surround contains a decorative transom and side lights with 
raised panels below. The entrance is covered by a small porch with 
a brick floor of recent vintage. The porch features simple columns 
topped by flat wooden arches beneath a cornice containing modillions 
identical in design to those located on the cornice at the roof line. 
First floor windows are 9/6; and second floor windows, 6/6. A large 
interior chimney containing four flues rises in the peak of the gable 
on the south side. The structure is sheathed in wooden shingles 
placed over beaded weatherboards, according to the owner. 

The interior of the Scott house contains much of its 
orginal material. A large opening between the parlors appears to 
have been made in the late 19th century, and the present owners have 
made some discernable changes. Remaining unaltered are features 
such as raised panels with molding under first floor windows, 
distinctive eight-paneled doors on the first floor with the second 
floor doors of a distinctly different design featuring horizontal 
panels. 

Of special note are a group of out-buildings, located to 
the rear of the dwelling. Included are a log smoke house covered 
with hand-riven shingles, a privy with boxed cornice and decorative 
end boards, and two other gable-roofed out-buildings that merit 
further study. 



8. Significance Survey No. WO-134 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

11500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J ^ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B̂ Ĉ D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : ^national s t a t e x l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i gn i f i c ance and a genera l s tatement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

The Scott house, located in the heart of Be r l i n ' s h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , 
i s one of i t s most important s t ruc tu re s , being one of a se r ies of s imilar 
houses b u i l t in Berlin in the ear ly 19th century and as such warrants 
further study. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WO-134 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Page Hammond 

organization B e r l i n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Commission date November, 19 8 5 

street & number 313 S o u t h Main S t r e e t telephone 641-0773 

city or town Berlin state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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WO-134 
John A. Purnell House (Scott House) 
204 S. Main Street (MD 818), Berlin 
Worcester County Tax Map 302, P. 1064 



WO-134 
John A. Pemell House 
204 S. Main St. 
Berlin 
Berlin Quad. 
Worcester County 


